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Rural population in Atlantic Canada 


What sets Atlantic Canada apart from other regions 
of this increasingly urbanized country? It’s the 
proportion of its population living in rural areas. 
According to Statistics Canada, 44% of the 
Atlantic region’s residents live in rural 
communities, twice the national average. These 
rural communities contribute to the wealth of our 
country by producing high-quality food, engaging 
in the sustainable development of natural 
resources, and preserving the natural lands that 
enhance our quality of life. 


However, the population of rural Atlantic Canada 
is declining. The last two Census years (1996 and 
2001) show a decline of almost 5% in the 
population of the Atlantic region’s rural 
communities, while the overall population fell 
more than 2%. Altogether, from 1991 to 2001, 
more than 74,000 people left rural communities 
across Atlantic Canada. 
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There are various reasons for this decline in the 
population of our rural areas. Youth are moving to 
urban centres in search of an education and new 
opportunities. There are a low number of 
immigrants choosing to settle in Atlantic Canada. 
While immigrants made up more than 18% of 
Canada’s population as a whole in 2001, barely 3% 
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More and more communities are looking forward 
and taking action against population decline and its 
effects with innovative projects that have shown 
positive results. Some of the initiatives showcased 
in this newsletter can become models for other 
communities facing similar challenges. 


of Atlantic Canadians were new immigrants. 


The following charts clearly indicate the decline in the rural populations of each of the four provinces. 
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Home is where the “job” is 


Home is where the heart is . . . 
For many young people living in 
the Atlantic region rural areas that 
may be so, but for those looking 
for educational and employment 
opportunities that old adage just 
isn’t enough. 


But what if home was also where 
the job opportunities were—where 
the career you’ve been training for 
was just down the road from your 
family and friends. 


That’s what the Work-Ready 
Workforce Committee for 
northwestern New Brunswick is 
banking on. The Committee, 
established through Enterprise 
Madawaska and Enterprise Grand 
Falls Region, developed a 
databank of local post-secondary 
graduates, so that business leaders 
can offer these graduates jobs 
opportunities in the area. This 
will help both employers in the 
region and graduates who are 
interested in returning to their 
roots and in establishing 
rewarding careers. 


The databank, which started in 
the spring of 2003, now has the 
names and addresses of more*than 
two thousand post-secondary 
graduatesinterested in knowing 
what job opportunities are 
available in the region. Their 
fields of study range from 


business, health services and. eo 


social sciences, to recreation, 
sales, trades and more. 


In turn, there are many employers 
in the region who have agreed to 
post their job openings with the 
databank. Confidential matches 
are then made, allowing registrants 
to apply directly to the employers. 


For Gilles-Luc Belanger of Alliance 
Caskets, the databank is an 
excellent tool in his company’s 
search for qualified employees. 
“We are trying to find people for a 
few different areas of our operation 
from human resources and 
engineering to the plant site. We’re 
always looking for new ways to 
recruit people, because the jobs are 
here—tt’s the skills we need.” 


Over the next five years, J.D. 
Irving Ltd. is looking to fill more 
than 1,000 positions with the nght 
skills for their sawmill and 
woodlands division in the northern 
part of the province. “Some people 
who have expressed an interest in 
our company learned about us 
through the databank, so it’s 
already been.a.useful tool for us,” 


explained Renee D’Amours 
Ouellette, Human Resource 
- Manager with J.D. Irving in 


Edmundston. “Applicants have 
mentioned that the databank has 


_ given them information about 
‘what's going on in the area in 


terms of employment 


opportunities—it’s given them a 
pulse on the jobs back home.” 


The databank, one of the many 
initiatives of the Work-Ready 
Workforce Committee, was 
established with the support of the 
Government of Canada, through 
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency and Human Resources and 
Skills Development Canada, and 
the Province of New Brunswick, 
through the Training and 
Employment Department. 


The Committee is now developing 
a new Web site and CD-ROM on 
career opportunities for young 
people in northwestern New 
Brunswick. Registrants also 
receive a quarterly newsletter with 
news from home, new businesses 
in the area and interviews with 
entrepreneurs and information 
about northwestern New 
Brunswick’s labour market. 


Home really is where the heart is . 
. . Family, friends and job 
opportunities waiting foryoung 


- people to return home and knock 
at their door. — 


For more information, 

contact Enterprise Madawaska 
at (506) 735-4769 or e-mail 
info@ent-madawaska.ca. 


Canada 


we 


For 47 years the small village of Florenceville, 
located in the Saint John River Valley in Carleton 
County, New Brunswick, has been the 
headquarters of McCain Foods. Today, 
Florenceville and other surrounding villag 
a dynamic region attracting and employing 
people from all around the world. 


workshops on intercurtural commlitifeation. For a 
year now, the Association’s volunteers have been 
_providing courses ‘English as a second.gam—™ 
“language, and preparing courses in French as a 

| ‘second language. 


Far from resting on ae laurels, the Association is 
planning many other activities. Among other 
things, they are looking at developing and 
providing training workshops in job searching 
and leadership, as well as workshops for young 
mothers and on early childhood issues. 


Without a doubt, Florenceville is the most 
multicultural village in New Brunswick, perhaps 
in all of Atlantic Canada. Over the years, it has 
welcomed immigrants from China, India, Cuba, 
Colombia, Palestine, Egypt, the Netherlands, the 
United States, Great Britain, Ghana, Morocco, 
South Africa, the Philippines, and elsewhere. 


Created in 2001, the Multicultural Association of 
Carleton County helps newcomers adjust to their 
new circumstances. Among other things, the 
Association promotes diversity and 
multiculturalism through classroom visits, and 
organizes activities to celebrate the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
Canadian Multiculturalism Day and Canada Day. 
The Association is the leading resource on 
multiculturalism and diversity in the county, and 
the region is acknowledged as a model for 
helping newcomers with their transition. 


important in rural regions. 


Newfoundland and Labrador 
NFLD rural communities 


Prince Edward Island 


PEI rural communities 
Nova Scotia _ 

NS rural communities 
New Brunswick 
NB rural communities 


Following an analysis of the needs of immigrant 
women in the region, the Association developed 
specialized workshops for them. With the 
assistance of Canadian Heritage, the Association 
has also designed an information kit for the 
general public on immigration and a series of 


i] ficulturalism in rural communities: it can happen! 


~ The Association continues working wi ith the N 
Brunswick ee att oe ind ~ ; 


ie recognition of newcomers’ > pro fessiehla eicills: te 
and knowledge. Through these activities and their 
ongoing work, they hope to improve the region’s ree 
quality of life. 


For more information on the Association and its — 
initiatives, call (506) 392-6011 or e-mail 
macc@nb.aibn.com. 


While immigrants represent 18% of the population in Canada, this table demonstrates that 
this group is still not very present in the Atlantic Provinces. This difference is even more 


Percentage (%) of immigrants in the Atlantic Provinces 


From Washington DC to Saint-Leonard NB! 


After his arrival from Tokyo in 2000, Father 
Jacques LaPointe, a native of Saint-Léonard, in 
northwestern New Brunswick, was made pastor 
of St. Camillus Church in a suburb of 
Washington, D.C. This parish is considered one 
of the most multicultural in the United States, 
with people of more than 103 nationalities living 
there. 


Upon arriving, Father LaPointe agreed to a 


Africa and Haiti, that he celebrate a mass in 
French. This small group of parishioners quickly 
grew and today there are more than 500 French- 
speaking families in this parish, which now has a 
medical clinic and an immigration centre for 
French speakers. 


In his contact with these new arrivals to the 
United States, Father LaPointe soon realized that 
a number of these families did not 
enthusiastically share the great American dream. 
The violence in several Washington 
neighbourhoods and fear of new terrorist attacks 
in the American capital led some immigrants to 
inquire about Canada and the acadian region of 
which Father LaPointe spoke so warmly. 


TMA to Father Jacques LaPointe, a number of 
families are now in the process of settling in 
Saint-Léonard 
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request made by ten parishioners, originally from | 


Enticed by the quality of life that Father LaPointe 
described in Canada, representatives of 
immigrant families decided to visit Saint- 
Léonard, NB to look into the possibility of 
moving there permanently. The first visit in 2001 
was followed by a second in 2004. During their 
stays, the visitors met with the municipal council, 
business people in the region, immigration 
specialists, and federal and provincial 
government representatives. They also lived with 
residents to familiarize themselves with the 
geographic, social and cultural environment of 
Saint-Léonard. Today, a number of the families 
are in the process of settling in this small town, 
unknown to them short years ago. 


In response to the enthusiasm created by these 
visits, the elected officials and the residents of 
Saint-Léonard have decided to create the 
Carrefour d’immigration rurale [rural 
immigration crossroads]. They offer front-line 
services designed to support and promote the full 
participation of new immigrants in the 
community, and have become an innovative 
model that could be adapted in other francophone 
rural areas. 


‘out-migration while helping nev 


People from Colchester, Nova Scotia understand the 
benefits of a safe, caring and supportive community 
with abundant natural beauty. And yet, like so many 
other small and rural areas throughout the country, 
they face the challenges of poverty, unemployment, 
under-employment, out-migration, homelessness, low 
literacy rates and skill shortages. These are issues that 
they simply cannot afford to ignore as they work 
towards growth and development in the region. 


Spurred by out-migration and low population growth 
within the region, the focus has shifted to becoming a 
community that is welcoming to immigrants. The 
Colchester Regional Development Agency developed 
the Colchester Immigration Attraction and Retention 
initiative entitled “Becoming A Welcoming 
Community—An Approach to Immigrant Attraction 
and Retention for Small and Rural Communities.” This 
initiative develops the programs and support needed for 
Colchester to help newcomers. In turn, the community 
will be better able to attract immigrants and help them 
connect with employment opportunities so that 
ultimately they decide to stay. 


This project evolved from an idea of airactiets 
new families who share some connection either to 
each other or community members. This approach 
addresses one of the main challenges for 
immigrants in small and rural communities: 
loneliness and lack of contact with those who may 
share a similar language or ethnic background. By 
attracting family groups who share some connection 
to each other or to the community, it creates a 
network of support and increases the likelihood that 
newcomers will stay in the community. 


This project evolved from an idea 
of attracting five new families who 
share some connection either to each 
other or community members. 


Youth: key to successful 
development 


communi 


Youth are the future of rural 
communities, yet rural areas 
across Canada are losing their 
young people to cities. Seventy- 
four percent of 15—19 year olds 
say they want to live in a city. 
Across rural Atlantic Canada, 
countless communities are asking 
themselves: “How can we get 
young people to stay and get 
involved in their community?” 


One organization is looking to 
find answers to this question. 
HeartWood Centre for Community 
Youth Development is a leader in 
youth development programs in 
Nova Scotia, each year helping 
over 3,500 youth reach their 
personal best. The organization 
has developed the Community 
Youth Development Framework 
based on its research of what 
contributes to successful youth 
action in communities. The 
Framework, which blends 
community and youth 
development, is designed as a 
guide for encouraging, supporting 
and planning active youth 
involvement in their communities 
and agencies. It can be adapted to 
fit the needs of each community. 


Getting youth involved is a great 
opportunity for rural communities, 
which requires a combined effort 
from both youth and adults. By 
calling on the talent, interest and 
skills of young people, community 
leaders can help youth build their 
skills and self-confidence, while 
contributing to a healthier 
community. Youth who are 
involved in their communities will 
feel better respected and develop 
stronger ties within the 
community, making it more likely 
that they will stay as adults. 


Youth can help support their 
communities, but this potential is 
often not realized. In a time when 
rural communities are struggling 
with complex issues such as 


population decline, innovative 
ideas, fresh perspectives and 
inspired action are needed. Youth 
who are fully engaged in building 
a better community also have the 
power to get others involved. 


Given that youth involvement can 
make a positive impact on 
communities and other young 
people, HeartWood realized it 
would be useful to find the key 
elements that make this process 
successful. They identified and 
researched 5 elements that need to 
be put in place for youth to 
participate fully in community 
development: 


¢ meaningful contribution (taking 
action to meet a genuine need); 


* peer team support (creating an about before. 


atmosphere fostering a strong 
team); 


¢ youth/adult partnerships 
(gaining inspiration, support and 
guidance through a relationship 
of mutual caring and respect); 


* adventuresome learning 
(engaging individuals through 
real life experiences, 
encouraging them to step outside 
their comfort zone); and 


* empowering culture (providing 
opportunities to initiate, commit, 
plan and choose paths to work 
together with peers and the 
community as active citizens). 


The HeartWood experience shows 
that getting youth involved in their 
community benefits everyone: 
youth grow as individuals, as they 
help to build vibrant and thriving 
communities. 


For more information on 
HeartWood, visit 
www.heartwood.ns.ca or call 
(902) 543-8531. 


second row: 


Colchester 
initiative has currently attra ur 
are all at various stages of the immig 
process. 


This immigration initiative is one of many tools 
being used. A number of similar initiatives are 
underway to attract new skills, resources and 


| investment to the Colchester region that will help 


deal with a labor and skill shortage, while 
stimulating growth in the economy. It is widely 
recognized, however, that the community’s success 
in keeping newcomers and increasing the 
population depends on the extent to which they are 
truly welcoming and inclusive. 


For more information on the Colchester 
Immigration Attraction and Retention project, call 
the Colchester Regional Development Agency at 
(902) 897-1029. 


Home again... 


Many young people leave Prince Edward Island to go to school and then decide to 
stay outside the province, in some cases because they don’t know about the job 
opportunities back home. 


The Programme d’entrepreneurship régional, communautaire économique 
(PERCE) [regional economic community entrepreneurship program] helps Acadian 
and Francophone youth find career opportunities on the Island and become aware 
of the benefits of returning to their home province. 


Last summer, in the first year of PERCE, eight young university students took a 
journey of personal and professional discovery. First, they underwent a week of 
personal development training where they were encouraged to imagine what their 
careers and personal lives would be like if they returned to Prince Edward Island 
after completing their studies. 


The young participants then visited several businesses in the province to become 
familiar with the range of employment opportunities available to them. This was 
followed by a 12-week paid internship, working with a mentor in their chosen field 
of study. They also had the opportunity to become involved in discussions with 
business people in meetings organized by the chambers of commerce. 


After the eight-month program, the participants said that PERCE had opened their 
eyes to the possibility of returning to aos option they might not have thought 


he | 


The participants in the PERC E program had a chance to meet with the 
Lieutenant Governor of PEI, Front row from left to right, the Hon. Léonce 
sernard, Christian Gallant, Krista Bernard and Mélanie Richard. In the 


Mark Richard, Sheldon Arsenault, David Millette, guide 
Gabriel Cormier, Andy Gallant and Jean Aucoin. 


The businesses also benefited considerably from their involvement with the young 

interns. Some business representatives said they would like to hire the same person. 
again next summer. All of them expressed real satisfaction with the work tha was — 
accomplished by the interns. : 


and the rest of the country. 


An ideal way to bring rural communities like PEI’s 
closer to the rest of the nation is through access to 


the World Wide Web. 


The Morell Region Community Learning Centre, 
for example, used money from the Broadband for 
Rural and Northern Development Pilot Program to 


ePicty esque Prince Edward Island, with its rolling 
* farms and.endless sandy coastline, is a magnet for 
visitors who come in droves to enjoy its legendary 
rural beauty. No wonder people want to stay. But as 
is the case throughout Canada, people living in 
PEI’s rural communities have often found 
themselves isolated from the rest of the province, 


As it turned out, the EasTech Advanced Internet CAP 
site was so popular, that in addition to regular free 
access during the day, the EasTech business centre also 
started a 24-hour Internet “club.” For a small fee to 
cover the cost of an access card, the club’s 30 users can 
come and go as they please, which means that the many 
rural Islanders who don’t work a standard 9-5 day can 
use the site at any time that suits their schedule. 


connect eleven rural communities in PEI to high- 


speed Internet. They can now benefit from e- 
learning and e-commerce, and quickly get 
information on Government of Canada programs 
without ever having to leave home. 


Industry Canada developed these and other programs 
to help connect all Canadians. “The system works 
well, and it meets the needs of rural residents for truly 


Connecting PEI to the world 


Elsewhere on the island, the Cardigan Communities 
Development Association introduced Pooles Corner to the 
benefits of the Internet by taking advantage of the 
Community Access Program (CAP). CAP helps 
communities set up free-access public Internet sites in 
places like libraries and schools, and has helped Canadians, 
wherever they live, to learn how to use the Internet. 


From left, David Dunphy (Eastlink), Tim Wartman 
(Industry Canada), Lisa O'Keefe MacAulay 
(Morell Regional Community Learning Centre) 
and David Caldwell (Eastlink) 


And that’s important. It means that all Canadians have 
access to the Internet and the opportunities it offers, 
wherever they come from, wherever they choose to live. 


barrier free access to the Internet,” says Tim Wartman, 


Commerce Officer at Industry Canada's PEI office. 


For more information on this initiative, 
call (902) 426-5592. 


Making a difference with Web-4-All 


For most Canadians, turning on a computer and surfing 
the Web is a common thing to do. For many others, it’s 
a real challenge. Language, low literacy, physical 
disabilities and learning difficulties can all be barriers 
to people who would like to access the Internet. 


the Web can see simple, clear pages. 


Enter Web-4-All, a program that uses special 


technology called “smart cards” to help the 
disabled, seniors and new Canadians to use public 
Internet sites and enjoy the benefits of cyberspace 


just as easily as everybody else. 


With the swipe of a card, people with special needs 
can use a regular public computer as if it were 


service offices. 


designed just for them—people who are blind or 
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to receive a copy of this 
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cannot see well can have screens magnified or read 
aloud; people with difficulty using their hands get 
tools that are easier to use than a mouse or keyboard; 
people with trouble reading can find information 
using images and sound; and people unfamiliar with 


The Independent Living Resource Centre, in St. 
John’s has placed 75 Web-4-All units throughout 
Newfoundland and Labrador, including in isolated 
and remote communities. They’re conveniently 
located at Community Access Program (CAP) sites, 
libraries, community organizations and employment 


“In my opinion, Web-4-All is a wonderful tool, 
making a real difference, and providing equal 
opportunities when it comes to the use of the Internet,” 
says Dawn LeMessurier, Project Officer at Industry 
Canada's Newfoundland and Labrador office. 


Learning, training and access to information are all 
things that can help make people’s lives better and 
fuller. With Industry Canada’s special Web-4-All 
technology, Canadians who might not otherwise be 
able to use computers can now take advantage of 
the Internet. 


For more information on Web-4-All, 
call (902) 426-5592. 


Rural communities need to understand the importance of cultural | 
diversity and trust as keys to their future, former Red Deer Mayor | 
Gail Surkan told delegates at the third National Rural Conference 
in Red Deer in October. 


“Somewhere [during the conference], you will talk about the 
importance of immigration to rural communities,” said Surkan. 
“Tf that, in fact, is a part of our future, the values that we develop 
around inclusiveness and respect for diversity will be one of the 
most powerful economic and social development tools that we 
can have.” 


Surkan noted that rural communities have always been inclusive, 
but they’ve also been largely homogeneous. 
“They (rural communities) have not really dealt with true 


diversity, and yet, the future of our rural communities will depend | 


on being inclusive of many cultures, languages and values that 
may not be as familiar as those that we’ve historically had inside 
our communities,” she said. The real challenge, said Surkan, is to 
be inclusive after being homogeneous for so long. 


To do this, she said, a community needs to understand itself at a 
much deeper level than just its physical form. It also has to 
understand its importance and to design and plan for its survival. 


Surkan also pointed to the need to understand rural communities 
“as essential living environments where people feel they,have'a 
sense of a shared future, where they have influence, where they 
work together to build common.yalue systems.” 


This, she said, would provide more effective ways to support the 
process of community development and sustainability. 


Diversity & trust—-key to rural development 


In addition to inclusiveness, Surkan spoke of the need for 
communities to re-establish and strengthen trust and 
collaboration. 


“We have to be...collaborative rather than adversarial,” said 
Surkan. “Many of us, especially here, in the west, are only one 
generation away from when we actually knew how to gather 
together to raise each other’s barns, or to share our resources to 
build the first place of worship, or to find a way through our 
family and community networks to support those that were less 
fortunate in our communities.” 


Surkan added that collaboration and cooperativeness are among 
the most important values that show the importance of rural 
communities. 


“We know that in our communities, a lot of what we have done in 
the past has depended on our ability to trust one another. Trust is 
an enabler.’ As an example, Surkan highlighted the Central 
Alberta Economic Partnership (CAEP) comprising over 40 
communities in central Alberta that banded together originally to 
work on economic development. 


She said the partnership met the challenge.of, moving, g from a 
competitive ony pants to ar me future a 
pee oh 


This is a good example, according to Sane of communities 


who understand that they aren’t in this alone. If they are to 
succeed, they need to CORRES the a euseltess of supporting the 
entire network. 
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Canadian Rural Partnership Spring 2004 


Learning while playing 


Rural communities working to improve children’s literacy skills 


Scotia, Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia 
designed a resource kit for children between the 
ages of five and eight. Stories-To-Go kits include a 
good quality children’s book and toys with an 
agricultural theme, literacy activities, writing tools 
and a parent/teacher guide. Altogether, 250 kits 
were distributed across the province to libraries, 
resource centres, hospitals and schools through 

the help of the 65 branches of the Women’s 
Institutes of Nova Scotia. 


Every week, children and parents gather at a 
location that quickly takes on the appearance of 
_ a kindergarten, with crafts, games and reading. 
With the help of resource people, parents learn 
to lead and organize the sessions. After a few 
months, parents can easily organize activities, | 
to the delight of their little ones. In the long 
| term, parents learn as much as the children do! 
| Through these contacts, parents learn about 
Pre-school children in rural areas don’t always _ their community and get more involved in it. 
have the same chances of socializing and learning More than 200 families have participated in this 


Good literacy skills are an important component 

to a successful and healthy community. Two rural 
communities in Atlantic Canada have successfully 
addressed the challenge of improving literacy skills | 
in rural children with the help of the Canadian | 
Rural Partnership. | 


Tiny Pencils (Les Petits Crayons) 


as those in urban areas do, since they have fewer project. 
opportunities to meet other children. The region 
of Kent, New Brunswick, has one of the lowest Stories-To-Go 


literacy levels in the country. To change this 
situation, The Family Resources Centre started 


For many years the Women’s Institutes of Nova 
Scotia have known that there was a real need 


“Les Petits Crayons.” 
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| to promote good literacy skills to young 
children. Early in 2003, they decided to develop 
a resource tool that would encourage children 
to learn more about agriculture while improving 


their literacy skills. 


After receiving funding from the Canadian 
Agricultural Rural Communities Initiative and the 
Agri-Food Industry Development Fund of Nova 


Children getting familiar with their Stories-To-Go kits. 


Building rural communities 
for success in the 21* century 


The Government of Canada’s 
commitment to communities 
—large and small— is clear from 
the 2004 Speech from the Throne. 
Rural communities play an 
important role in the national 
social and economic fabric, and 
Canada cannot thrive as a country 
without strong rural communities. 
That’s why the government finds 
it so important that it help to 
provide communities and families 
with tools to find local solutions 
to address local problems. 


Canadians, including participants 
at the 2002 National Rural 
Conference in Charlottetown, 
PEI, have made it clear that they 
expect their governments to work 
together for the common good. 
The Speech from the Throne 
articulates the Governme 


Some of the initiatives outlined in 
the Throne Speech, which are of 
particular interest to rural, remote 
and northern communities are: 


¢ Developing a Northern strategy, 
ensuring that economic 
development related to energy 
and mining is brought on stream 
in partnership with Northern 
Canadians and based on 
stewardship of our most 
fragile ecosystems. 


* Safeguarding access to 
international markets and 
ensuring that farmers are not left 
to bear alone the consequences 

of circumstances beyond their 

control. 


¢ Leading in the establishment of 
a strong and responsive health 
care system and providing new 
opportunities to address the 
health challenges unique to rural 
areas and improving access to 
health care. 


Widening the scope of programs 
currently available to small and 
medium-sized enterprises to 
include social enterprises, 

to enhance the social and 
environmental conditions 

in communities. 


The Government of Canada’s 
direction, as described in the 
2004 Speech from the Throne, 


ewfouridland and Labrador Seniors — 


tre identified that challenge, it _ 
‘decided to address the issue. With the objective to 
promote the independence and well-being of older 


es are volunteer seniors interested in 
helpin er seniors. To become a Peer Advocate, 
volunteers attend a series of information sessions 


"The widely scattered population made it challenging 


to provide a full range of health and other services to seniors" 


skills to provide information a 

resources to seniors living in eas to enable 
them to make informed decisions when trying to — 
solve problems. 


There is also a Seniors Information Line designed 
to help connect seniors with the services they 
need. 


The new version of the old-fashioned house call 


At one time, receiving a house call from a doctor 
was the norm. Now, with the help of advances 
in the telecommunications industry, a variation 
on the old house call is once again being revived. 


Last year, the Department of Health and Social 
Services of Prince Edward Island and Veterans 
Affairs Canada joined together to implement 
telehomecare across the province, building on 
the successful West Prince Telehospice Project. 


Canada’s health care system has seen a significant 


shift from institutional to community care in 
recent years. This has led to the home becoming 


is able to provide such services as monitoring 
blood pressure, taking pulse readings, measuring 
blood sugars, listening to heart and lung sounds, 
viewing wounds and assessing oxygen levels, as 
well as providing information and answering both 
client and caregiver questions. 


Telehomecare not only allows patients to remain 


in a familiar environment as long as possible, it also 


provides support to their caregivers in a way that 
best uses available health care professionals. The 
vision for the use of such telecommunications 
equipment would be a better quality of life for the 
clients, while providing the means for advancing 


the centrepiece of health care delivery, with patients 
having a greater say in their care, and families and 
friends being recognized and trained to be primary 
caregivers. 


The Telehomecare Project builds on that base. 

Through the use of basic, simple-to-use equipment 
in the home, patients and caregivers will be linked 
with a nurse working from a central site. The nurse 


health care, promoting healthy lifestyle choices, 
making better use of available health care personnel 
and keeping costs as low as possible. 


Veterans Affairs Canada expects to gain knowledge 
and experience from this project that would be used 
to determine if telehomecare should be part of 

its services. 


With the Telehomecare Project, the nurse 
is able to monitor blood pressure and take 
pulse readings, among other things. 


Deep fryers used to cook up a plan 


Concerned citizens of Bath, New Brunswick 
are working hard to build a stronger 
community. Last year a group of residents 
who had been monitoring the community 
development in the nearby village of 
Centreville were eager to make their own 
community a better place to live. 


The group wanted to look at health issues, 
economic development, housing, employment, 
youth and several other issues. Their concern 
was strong enough to prompt them to invite 

a representative from Rural Team New 
Brunswick to meet with them to discuss the 
challenges facing Bath. 


“Tt all started with french fries,” said Chuck 
Bowie, an Information Broker from 

the former Department of Human Resources 
Development Canada. “At first, the group, 
comprised mainly of public health nurses, 
requested help eliminating deep fryers from 
the school cafeteria. I wasn’t sure how 

the challenge was related to my department’s 
mandate, but it soon became clear.” 


“ 


2 | Qur Communities 


As the meeting progressed from the presence 
of junk food in the school cafeteria into other 
community issues, it was evident to Bowie a 
strategic plan was needed, and HRDC could 
offer some facilitation support. “The group 
wanted to do more than just look at the issues; 
they wanted to improve them, one at a time. 
They needed support building a plan,” 

said Bowie. 


The Greater Bath Community Action Group 
has since been established and is responsible 
for creating and implementing the strategic 
community development plan. “It’s about 
taking control of your future,” explained 
Mayor Troy Stone. 


“Responsibilities were divided and the process 
evolved as partners made commitments. 

Ideas were prioritized, decisions debated, and 
timelines established,’ said Bowie, adding 

that several successes have already been 
recognized while other larger initiatives are 
still in progress. 


The future of the community of Bath is in 
the hands of its citizens, where it belongs. 


Rural and Remote 
Canada Online 


The information superhighway has proven itself to be a 
great resource tool. Just pop a word or two into a search 
engine these days, and up come thousands of potential 
sources of information on any subject. Rural Canada is 
no exception, it now boasts a special dedicated Web site 
designed to transfer information to individuals and 
communities interested in rural development. 


Rural and Remote Canada Online (www.rural-canada.ca) 
is a single window to knowledge, information, programs 
and services for and about rural and remote Canada. The 
Web site, part of the Government OnLine initiative, offers 
one-stop access for an array of information specific to 
rural and remote communities. 


There are tips for submitting successful funding proposals 
for government programs. Pathfinders are available with 
information on everything from pointing rural entrepreneurs 
in the right direction, to accessing microcredit, to assisting 
rural and remote communities in recruiting doctors and 
nurses. The site also hosts an online discussion on issues 
related to rural and remote Canada. 


The Rural and Remote Canada Online site can also be 
found as a link off of the main Canadian Rural Partnership 
Web site at www.rural.gc.ca. 


it. There’s been no looking back. 


A few years ago, Arseneau Ferguson was teaching a 


Rachel Arseneau Ferguson saw a need and answered 


program in medical transcription at the community 


college in Campbellton, New Brunswick. The 
program was the only one in Canada that produced 
workers able to perform medical transcriptions in 
both official languages, so her students were in 
high demand. But the job offers were coming from 
places like Quebec and Ontario, and often the 


students did not want to move. 


“T thought, if they couldn’t get the employees 
she explained. 
Two years of careful research followed, and she 


there, we could get the work here,” 


soon found that there was only one other company 


in Canada that produced medical transcriptions, and 
it only offered the service in English. 


In 1996, Centre Transmed opened, becoming the 


only company in North America to provide 
bilingual medical transcription and translation 
services. The company’s clients include hospitals, 
private clinics and doctors’ offices. 


Doctors dictate their medical reports into a 

digital voice system in order to have them 
transcribed and included in patient files. With 

the company’s software program, it can link to any 
hospital and download the voice files containing 
medical reports. “We can do work for anyone, 
anywhere in the world,” Arseneau Ferguson 
explained. Some of the hospitals are linked directly 
with Centre Transmed, so doctors can punch in a 
code and dictate their reports directly to the 


"We can do work for anyone, 
anywhere in the worl 


In one week, Centre Transmed can transcri 
anywhere from 600 to 1,000 reports, and the 
company employs twelve full-time and three 
part-time workers. Arseneau Ferguson said 

running her own business has definitely been a 
challenge. “For us, it wasn’t the competition. It 
was getting the confidence of our clients. Most 
hospitals aren’t used to outsourcing their work.” 


Through ACOA’s Business Development Program, 
Arseneau Ferguson has received interest-free 
repayable contributions to support the establishment 
and expansion of her company. She has also 
received support contribution from the Province 

of New Brunswick’s Restigouche Chaleur 
Economic Development Fund. 


PEI Mi’kmag and Acadian 
youth retracing their 
common past 


Lennox Island is located on the 
north shore of Prince Edward 
Island, approximately 50 km 
northwest of Summerside. It was 
formally set aside as a reserve for 
use and benefit of the Lennox 
Island First Nation in 1970. Of 
its 250 native residents, many are 


x 


"Workshops were 
held in the area 
to promote public 
awareness of Mi'kmagq 
and Acadian 
culture, history and 


contemporary issues” 


from Acadian descent. The 
linkage between the Prince 
Edward Island Mi’kmaq and 
Acadians is still strong today, 
sharing common names and 
traditions. 


In 1999, the Lennox Island 
Aboriginal Ecotourism received 
funding from the Government 

of Canada, through several 
departments and agencies, to 
develop a Mi’kmaq/Acadian 
Cultural Education Program to 
make Aboriginal and Acadian 
youth more knowledgeable about 


their past and each other’s culture. 


In partnership with the Société 


Saint-Thomas-d’ Aquin, they 
developed a program that 
consisted of several projects, 
including creating a Mi’kmaq / 
Acadian interpretive display 

for the Lennox Island Mi’kmaq 
Cultural Centre, holding 
inter-community workshops and 
sponsoring a youth exchange 
program. 


The youth exchange program 

is particularly innovative. The 
project was designed to foster 
partnerships between the 
community of Lennox Island 

and the West Prince Acadian 
community. Two youth from each 
cultural group spent the summer 
living and working in each other’s 
communities. They were tasked 
with researching the traditional 
relationship between the Mi’kmaq 
and the Acadians, while 
developing skills at the same time. 
The students also produced a large 
display for the Lennox Island 
Mi’kmaq Cultural Centre. 


Workshops were also held in 
three communities in the area to 
promote public awareness of 
Mi’kmaq and Acadian culture, 
history and contemporary issues. 
These workshops included forums 
on racism and the media, as well 
as French-language rights and the 
Marshall decision. This cultural 
program also included cultural 
celebrations where artists and 
musicians from both cultures 
participated in a fundraising 
activity for the Cultural Centre. 
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lew Arts and Exploration 
Centre for Coast of Bays 


For years, residents of the Coast of Bays region of Newfoundland and 
Labrador who wanted to visit an arts and culture center had to travel 200 
kilometers to Grand Falls. 


But that situation is about to change for people living in the region’s 22 
communities, scattered over the south-central part of the island. Thanks to a 
new Coast of Bays Arts and Exploration Centre, the region will experience 
both a dramatic increase in cultural offerings and a much-needed boost to the 
local economy. The Centre, slated for opening in early summer 2004, will 
highlight various cultural and tourism attractions throughout the local coastal 
communities. 


As a multipurpose cultural space, the Arts and Exploration Centre will be 
available for the use and enjoyment of those who create art, as well as those 
who experience and appreciate it. The Centre will house such attractions 

as heritage displays, an art gallery, performing arts space, and archives 

to preserve the region's historic artifacts. Visitors will also see interactive 
exhibits and displays showcasing the fishing, logging, and Aboriginal history 
of settlers and the Mi'kmaq. 
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sroject was spear eaded by th , cae of Bays Corporation, one 


~ Computer training and 
friendly competition: 
A winning combination 


It is very difficult today to get along without the Internet and 
computers. Whether it’s for work, information, or connecting with 
friends, computer use has soared in the last few years. But what do 
you do if you don’t know how it all works? If you live in a rural 
area, it is not always easy to get training in how to use computers 
and the Internet. 


Web-O-Tech, a Francophone pilot project developed by Connect NB 
Branché, Industry Canada, the Province of New Brunswick and the 

community access centres (CACS), is a training program for young 

people between the ages of 10 and 14 who want to learn more about 
the Internet and computers. 


The training is provided through Web-O-Tech camps at the 
community access centres or cybercamps online. First of all, the 
kids learn the names for the various parts of the computer, the 

basic Windows shortcuts, computer terminology, how to use some 
applications and how to surf the net. Then it’s time for some friendly 
competition. The competitions start at the local level and move on 
to the regional level. The goal is to be one of the eight people who 
qualify for the provincial final, which is held in the spring. Among 
the prizes to be awarded is a brand-new computer! 


In its first year of operation, the program was only available in 
southeastern New Brunswick. It is now offered in four Francophone 
regions of the province: the Southeast, Restigouche-Chaleur, the 
Acadian Peninsula and the Northwest. Officials are planning on 
adding English-language training in the future. 


Nova Scotia volunteers 
working together to 


support their communities 


To stay healthy and strong and keep their 
quality of life, communities usually have 
to rely on volunteers. However, volunteer 
organizations face many challenges in rural 
areas: recruitment, burnout, motivation, 
retention and training, to name a few. 


Community Links is an association of 177 
member organizations in Nova Scotia. Its 
mission is to help volunteers support healthy 
communities in rural parts of the province. 
When the group realized that all volunteer 
organizations were facing so many chal- 
lenges, its board members decided to do 
something about it. 


They developed the Nova Scotia Rural 
Volunteers Project in partnership with six 
other provincial organizations working 
with volunteers. They received funding 

for their project from the Canadian Rural 
Partnership, the Nova Scotia Department of 
Health, and their provincial partners. They 
also have received in-kind support from the 
Nova Scotia Department of Economic 
Development, Municipal Recreation 
Departments and many other community 
groups. 


The first part of the Rural Volunteers 
Project focused on networking and skill 
development for rural volunteers. Between 
2000 and 2003, volunteers from several 
hundred organizations participated in 
locally organized workshops where they 
talked about recruiting volunteers, 


fundraising, effective meetings and legal 
responsibilities. 


Now, the project is in its second phase. It 
will help rural communities take action and 
energize their voluntary sector by creating 
regional groups (coalitions). There are cur- 
rently nine regional coalitions: Kings-West 
Hants, Yarmouth-Shelburne-Clare, 
Colchester-East Hants, Cumberland, 
Lunenburg-Queens, Pictou County, 
Antigonish-Guysborough, Digby-Annapolis 
and Inverness-Victoria-Strait Richmond. 


"The second phase of 
the project will help 
rural communities 
take action and energize 
their voluntary sector" 


Recently, these coalitions have organized 
different activities including volunteer fairs, 
workshops, and needs assessment and 
information sessions among volunteers. The 
regional groups are now planning to develop 
a strategy supporting volunteer capacity 
building. They will address this issue of 
importance to the health and well-being 

of their communities through volunteer 
training, joint action on shared issues, 

and regional planning and action. 


If you have a question, 
comment or would like 
to receive a copy of this 


Labrador shines worldwide 
through its unique gemstone 


Labrador has long been noted for a special stone called 
Labradorite, a semi-precious mineral which is multi-hued 
and crystallized. It has typically been cut from small 
outcrops for use as a gemstone, and in 1991, the Labrador | 


newsletter, contact: 


Rural Secretariat 


Atlantic Region Inuit Development Corporation formed Torngait 
Ujaganniavingit Corporation (TUC) to try to develop 
Managing Editor this mineral in an exciting new way. 
Valérie Roy 


In Europe, Labrodorite is a popular material for facings in 
buildings and residences, and TUC’s plan was to quarry the | 
stone from sites near Nain, Labrador to supply the growing | 
demand in international markets. 


1600 Main St - 210 
Moncton, New Brunswick 
E1C:'1G5 


Phone: 1 (866) 406-1100 
Fax: (506) 851-2984 


royvx@agr.gc.ca 
www.rural.gc.ca 


Canada 


AAFC No.: 2252B 
ISSN 1710-341X 


The barriers to mining and marketing this product were 
considerable, since Nain is far from a road link and arctic 
ice makes the shipping season short. The workers would 
have to commute from Nain to the site, which is on an | 
island, by boat or snowmobile. In addition, there were no 
trained workers in this new industry and the new company 
had little knowledge of how to begin marketing their 

product. 


The Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 
has participated in many of TUC’s 


‘alii 


business development activities, including hiring a 
consultant and performing feasibility studies. TUC 

also formed a strategic partnership with well-established 
European company Demetra to purchase and market the 
stones. Test quarrying followed in 1992, when blocks were 
initially shipped to Europe via ports in Newfoundland and 
Quebec. After several years, TUC produced enough tonnage 
to get trans-Atlantic vessels to stop in Northern Labrador to 
collect the blocks. 


Since its creation in 1991, TUC has gone from mining 150 
tonnes to approximately 40,000 tonnes of Labradorite per 
year. For its 95 employees, the quality of work is as 
important as the quantity. The work is regular, well-paid, 
expands workers’ skill set, and allows them to go home 
each night. This community-driven initiative also offers a 
promising future for employees, who have benefited from 
an invaluable source of training as rock sawers, blasters and 
heavy equipment operators at TUC. 
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Do rural communities and urban centres make good neighbours? 


Alongside the roads leading out of a city, there are 


never signs that read, “You are now leaving an urban 


area and entering a rural region.” This transition 
happens naturally. In Atlantic Canada, there is no 
clear division between rural areas and major cities; 
instead, each area extends into the other. And yet, 
we regularly hear about the major differences that 
exist between rural and urban regions. 


Rural and urban areas have their own characteristics 


but the ties between them remain strong. While 


rural areas are affected to varying degrees by cities, 


Although these percentages drop as the distance 
from a major city increases, the interdependence 
remains. The projects included in this newsletter all 
have one thing in common: they highlight the very 
real, urban-rural relationship. Whether it involves 
the economy, tourism or culture, this unique link is 
present throughout Atlantic Canada. 


the opposite is also true: rural communities have an 
impact on urban areas. 


Generally speaking, the closer a rural community 

is located to a major city, the stronger this impact. 
For example, 30 to 50 per cent of rural residents 
who live near urban centres commute to city- 
based employment. By the same token, if a rural 
community located close to a city boasts a beautiful 
park or a destination resort, there is no shortage 

of urbanites within that rural community on 
weekends! 


“Rural and urban areas have their 
own characteristics but the ties 


between them remain strong. ” 


A reason to picnic rallies urban and rural alike 


In this issue 


Innovative approach to promoting 
traditional and rural craft 


When you have a National Site 
in your backyard... 


For a rural taste on your plate, 
come to the market! 


Do you know your | 
rural communities? 3 


Is your community ready to 
host a rural dialogue? 


Victoria by the Sea creates 
a niche chapter in the history 
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‘Together, 
ce make for a et business 


It was a big dream that brought 
Jill Curran and Sonia O’ Keefe 

to Ferryland Head Lighthouse, 
located about an hour drive from 
St. John’s, Newfoundland and 
Labrador. They wanted to bring 
back to life the 135-year-old 
Ferryland Lighthouse and offer 
guests a special reason to visit the 
beautiful and historic rural area. 


Well traveled, Curran and 
O’Keefe realized that Ferryland 
Head was a magic place that 
equalled the beauty of any other 
in the world. Curran had lived 
and worked in New Zealand and 
Scotland, primarily in the oil & 
gas industry; O’Keefe studied 
cooking in Ireland. Both felt the 
desire to return to Newfoundland. 


“In addition to 

the gastronomic 
feast, Curran and 
O’Keefe also offer 
interpretative tours 


of the lighthouse 
and host a number 
of events including 
readings, lectures, 
music and 
feiemesaks as 

To make this rome a sour <i 

Curran, a native elveryiand. 

eréd with Q’ Keefe, a 
0: Nagmundland, 
eir combined skills 


Curran, in particular, had a 
special connection to the rustic 
red and white structure; her 
great-grandfather had been the 
lighthouse keeper and it was the 
site where her grandmother 
was born. 


When they first opened the 
business in 2003, Curran and 
O’Keefe operated completely 
outdoors. Since the lighthouse 
had been empty for 25 years, it 
was in dire need of repair. 


Following a successful first 
season, the owners decided to 
expand due to visitors’ spoken 
desires to tour a restored 
lighthouse. Extensive renovations 
in early 2004 resulted in the 
unveiling of Ferryland Lighthouse 
that summer. 


Visitors arrive from around the 
world, but the backbone of their 
business remains the people of the 
Southern Shore and St. John’s. 
Repeat customers are the key 

to their success as visitors flock 

to experience a gourmet-style 
attraction in a rural setting. 


Considered by many as one of 
Newfoundland’s best kept secrets, 
Lighthouse Picnics offersa 
pt experience to its visitors. 


| It begins with the i HHS 


Saroinduis: not just the 
beautifully renovated lighthouse 
but also the view of the rocky 
shore from one of the oldest 


towns in North America: Lucky 


visitors may even catch a glimpse 
of whales! 


But that is only the beginning 

of the Lighthouse Picnics 
experience. What sets this 
attraction apart is the gourmet 
picnic basket and blanket that 
awaits guests upon their arrival. 
Distinctive picnic food, using 
only the freshest local and organic 
products, include delightful dishes 
such as chutney-glazed ham & 
Emmental cheese on focaccia 
bread, crab cakes, Gruyere and 
dill tart, curried chicken with 
mango and cashews, sweet scones 
with orange butter, chocolate 
toffee squares and freshly 
squeezed lemonade. 


In addition to the gastronomic 
feast, Curran and O’Keefe also 
offer interpretative tours of the 
lighthouse and host a number 
of events including readings, 
lectures, music and meditation. 


For more than a hundred years 
and well before advancements in 
nautical technologies rendered 

it obsolete, the Ferryland 
Lighthouse stood as a beacon to 
passing ships. Today, thanks to the 
dream of Curran and O’ Keefe, the 
site has regained its important role 
as the heart of Ferryland Head. 
Through gourmet picnics and a 


__..}»-healthy. serving of the history and 
| culture of their beloved Southern 
| Shore, these insightful business 
~ owners returned to their roots 


to make their dream become a 
reality, 


For more information, visit 
www. lighthousepicnics.ca. 


Canada 


Entrepreneurs, by their nature, {élish the- eividiess 


of developing 4 fiew business. Tourism-oriented and. 


arts/craft ventures tend to present theif 6wn trials=<. 


and this is especially true of those located in rural i) ae 


remote Communities. Such businesses are founded 
in rural areas not easily accessible to tourists or 
close to large numbers of potential customers. 


Developing good marketing and networking skills 
is crucial for these business owners. Frequently 
applied in urban areas, this kind of approach can 
be very complicated for rural entrepreneurs who 
are isolated from other businesses. 


Located in picturesque Mahone Bay, Amos Pewter has designed and 
handcrafted exquisite gifts and keepsakes since 1974. Designs are distinctly 
Nova Scotian and inspired by nature and beautiful coastal surroundings. 


To help out a new organization is working towards 
developing a unique cultural tourism experience 
by promoting the work of artisans. The Atlantic 
ECONOMUSEE® Network is currently setting up 
a circuit, across the Atlantic region, to showcase 
traditional trades and expertise. 


By definition, an ECONOMUSEE is a small, 
artisanal craft or agri-food business recognized for 
the quality and authenticity of its know-how. Open 
to the public, the business has special areas for 


animating and infers ete its aoe: trade by,.means 
of tools ee. to tho used in the museum 


“Currently, ten ECONOMUSER. can ve Pouca in 


the Atlantic Region, nine of which are located 
in rural communities, Their expertise includes — 
a wide range of products — everything from 
soap and pewter jewellery to chocolate and 
wine. Once such ventures become part of the 
Network, the artisans are profiled in brochures and 
promotional materials distributed in the Atlantic 
Region, Québec and Ontario as well as at tourism 
offices, tour operator fairs, etc. In addition to 

this direct marketing, 
owners can also receive 
training in a variety of 
business-related topics 
including promotion and 
merchandising. Future 
plans for the Network 
include an on-line store 
featuring its members’ 
crafts and products as 
well as the development 
of the membership, 
especially in the fields of 
woodworking, glass and 
ceramics. 


Becoming a member of 
the Network enables the 
artisans to get the best 
of both worlds: they 

can focus on creating 
stunning pieces knowing 
that they have support 
for marketing and promotion. Another interesting 
element of the Network is that it gives exclusivity 
to each member, meaning that no direct competitor 
can become part of the circuit. 


Since becoming an ECONOMUSEE, business 
owners have noted a major increase of visitors 
in their workshops, a direct result of the new 
promotion activities undertaken by the Network! 


The Dark Tickle Company is located in 
Griquet, on the Great Northern Peninsula in 
Newfoundland-and-Labrador. They manufacture 
jams, sauces, vinegars, teas, drinks and 
chocolates from unique wild berries. 


The Atlantic ECONOMUSEE Network is part 

of the International ECONOMUSEE Network 
Society that was created in Québec in 1992. Its 
role is to promote sustainable development by 
setting up projects aimed at heritage preservation 
and the presentation of a trade/know-how. It is 
supported by the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency and Canadian Heritage. 


For more information on the ECONOMUSEE 
Network, visit www.economusees.com 
or contact the co-ordinator by email at 


info@economusee-atl.com or by phone 
at (506) 854-2933. 


When you have a National Site in your backyard... 


Rural Canada showcases many historical gems important not only for the 
region, but for the country and continent as well. At the federal level, Parks 
Canada is responsible for managing these national and international treasures. 
The agency is the guardian, the guide, the partner and the storyteller of 
Canada’s National Historic Sites. 


In the Atlantic region, you can find close to 30 National Historic Sites and 
seven National Parks, the vast majority of these attractions are located in rural 
communities. In 2004-2005 alone, there were more than 3,500,000 visits to 
these Atlantic sites. The small town of Canso, a coastal fishing town on the 
Eastern Shore of Nova Scotia, boasts its own National Historic Site: the 
Canso Islands. 


The Canso Islands have been a centre for European fishing and fur trading 
since the 1500s. Prior to this recorded date, the Mi’kmaw First Nations fished 
the island waters. By the early 1700s, Canso was a colonial New England 
fishing station and the commercial heart of Nova Scotia. 


Tragically, this thriving fishing community became a casualty of the 
Anglo-French rivalry for North America; Canso was destroyed and abandoned 
in 1744. Today, this National Historic Site commemorates the significant role 
the fishery played in the international trade and commerce of the early 18th 
century. 
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Following the collapse of the ground fishery in the 1990s, it was recognized 
that diversification efforts were crucial to the survival of the town that today 
boasts a population of 900 residents. Tourism is one such growth industry, and 
as such, the National Historic Site plays a key role in keeping the community 
afloat. Staff salaries and visitor spending in the area contribute towards the 
economic well being of the community. Indeed, in 2004, more than 1,500 
tourists visited the Canso Islands Historic Site; the community not only 
welcomed the tourists but they also embraced the economic impact these visits 
had in this small coastal community. 


Did you know? 


The Government of Canada has designated more than 


800 sites, 500 persons and 300 events as being of national 
historic significance. Together, they comprise what is known 
as the system of National Historic Sites of Canada. 


Almost everyone is familiar with the supermarket. 
In cities, you have your choice and they’re usually 
conveniently located and easily accessible. 
However, more and more cities are attracting 
another kind of market: the farmers’ market. 


“Tt attracted 10,000 people on 
its opening day and now draws 


crowds of more than 5,000 ‘every 
ees ae, is 


psec 


Farmers’ markets offer a different experience 

to customers. The setting encourages people to 
take their time, meet the vendors, learn about the 
products and chat with their neighbours. Freshness 
is key as produce available at markets has usually 


For a rural taste on your plate, come to the market! 


The Marché de Dieppe Market is one of the 
newest markets in the Atlantic region. It opened 
in June 2005, providing people from the city and 
surrounding areas with the ideal place to purchase 
fresh local produce harvested in rural south-eastern 
New Brunswick. It attracted 10,000 people on its 
opening day and now draws crowds of more than 
5,000 every Saturday morning. 


While the City of Dieppe owns the building, 

the market is managed by the Really Local 
Horticultural Co-operative, a non-profit 
organization representing 25 rural farm owners 
and operators from the area. The Co-operative 
has also created the Eco-Logik trademark, used 

to promote high-quality products grown using 
predetermined methods. These products now have 
a ‘place of choice’ at the market. 

The Marché de Dieppe Market provides farmers 
from neighbouring rural communities with access 
to urban consumers and provides city residents 
with quality, locally grown produce. What better 
way to illustrate the mutual benefit of strong 

rural and urban economies? The 18,000-square- 
foot market currently showcases more than 100 
vendors, offering a wide variety of fresh farm 


This market is only one example of how farmers’ 
markets improve the quality of life and economy 
of both rural and urban regions. It ensures that 
fresh and locally grown produce and products are 
easily distributed from farms and villages to the 
cities in Atlantic Canada. 


The Marché de Dieppe Market is the result 
of a partnership between the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency, the Government of New 
Brunswick, the City of Dieppe and the Really 
Local Horticultural Co-operative. 


traveled less than that in a supermarket. It might 
actually have been picked the same day! 


produce and craft products. It also serves as a 
farm produce wholesale distribution point for the 
south-eastern region of New Brunswick. 


Do you know 
your rural communities? 


The Rural Secretariat recently published Rural Profile Reports for the Atlantic 
Provinces (based on the 2001 Census). Take a look at the questions below and 
test your knowledge of rural communities! 


Is your community ready — 
“to host a rural dialogue? 


Should your community host arural community _~ 
dialogue session? The following information will 
help you to determine if you ¢c mmunity would 


1. What percentage of the population of New Brunswick lives in rural 
communities? 


A 47% B 63% c 29% 
benefit from such an undertaking, Hosting a 

2. In Canada, tourism destinations found in rural areas attract % of community dialogue can; 
Canadian tourists. : EA 

oO oO 0 ss 
A 35% B 50% € 75% Provide expertise to existing and new community 
3. What percentage of the population of Newfoundland and Labrador lives in partnership; 
cities? 
A 37% B 46% c 54% Reach a common ground through the integration 


of formal institutions/partnerships with 
neighbourhood leadership and grassroots 
organizations; 


4. In 2001, new houses built in rural areas represented % of all new 
housing constructions in Prince Edward Island. 


A 22% B 33% c 44% 


5. In 2001, there were teachers and professors working in rural 
Nova Scotia, representing 33 % of the total number of education providers in 
the province. 
A 10, 634 


Pinpoint common issues and identify the 
resources to address them; 


B 8,903 © 5,780 


Sustain an on-going community exchange 
6. In 2001, % of university-educated Newfoundlanders and Labradorians between the groups/partnerships; 


chose to live in rural Newfoundland and Labrador. 


A 20% B 30% c 40% Enable organizations/groups to implement ideas; _ 
Ihe % of all self-employed people in NB are from rural communities. tes 
A29%  £B 38% c 50% Launch new initiatives and strengthen the 
impact of existing community improvement 
8. ——-‘% of the agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting industries’ labour partnerships; 
force live in rural Atlantic Canada. 
A 63% B 76% © 81% 


Focus corporate and organizational investments 


9, Representing 45 “cof the province’s total population, what was the rural to increase community benefits. 


population of Prince Edward Island in 2001? 


A 43,657 B 57,038 © 60,736 
10. % of Nova Scotia’s Aboriginal People lives in rural communities. 
A 45% B 69% c 81% 


If you are interested in hosting a rural dialogue in your 
community, obtain a free Community Dialogue Toolkit by 
calling 1 (613) 759-6610. 


If you want more information regarding rural communities in your province, 
Visit www.rural.ge.ca. 


Answers on page 4. 


Even Win Bradley, the notorious ghost haunting the 
Victoria Playhouse, approves of the changes in the 
small rural community of Victoria by the Sea! 


The story of the Playhouse is indicative of the spirit 
in the community. Founded in 1819, the village of 
Victoria by the Sea is located on the south shore 

of the Island halfway between Charlottetown and 
Summerside. Promoting itself as Prince Edward 
Island’s ‘longest running little theatre’, the Victoria 


Playhouse celebrates its 25th anniversary this summer. 


The building was constructed between 1912 and 

1914 by architect/carpenter Win Bradley. It is still 
widely known for its intimate decor and excellent 
acoustics. The hall itself has a rich history as it has 
been the focal point of community activity for the 


past 85 years. It has 

been used for everything 
from recruiting activities 
during wartime to plays, 
concerts, turkey and bean 
suppers. It has hosted 
quilting bees, fashion 
shows, Christmas and 
school concerts, Women’s 
Institute activities and 
community council 
meetings. 


On average, the theatre 
presents more than 

100 performances a 

year, and during peak 
season, it operates seven 
days a week. It was not 
always this way. It was 
in 1981 that residents 
voted to encourage the 
production of live theatre 


in thet community hall. Residents recognized 


that the theatre was an important draw for the tiny 
community of 150 people and it was a catalyst for 
sustainable community development. 


The theatre is only one shining example of the 
quality of life shared by the community. By the late 
1800s, the settlement was prosperous with three 
wharves and many thriving businesses. Because of 
its sheltered harbour and strategic location, Victoria 
became an important seaport and trading partner with 
Europe, the West Indies and other East Coast ports. 
In the days of the steamboat travel, Victoria was a 
regular stop on the schedule; it brought visitors from 
Charlottetown and other cities to spend a few days 
relaxing in the beautiful village by the sea. 


foria by the Sea creates a niche chapter in the history book 


When the Trans-Canada Highway by- ry tbe? 
commutiity, residents were stunned. In order to survive, 
many businesses and facilities relocated to nearby 
Crapaud. Although it would have been easy to give 
up, Victoria by. the Sea decided to establish itself a 
historic seaport village and artistic enclave. Today, its 
reputation in this niche has proven successful: Although 
visitors no longer arrive via steamboat, they continue 

to stroll along tree-lined boulevards and quaint streets 
reminiscent of a by-gone era. Many tourists flock to the 
area to take in a village alive with galleries, tea rooms, 
craft boutiques, elegant inns, a chocolatier, and of 
course, the Victoria Playhouse Theatre. 


Beautiful painting of Main Street in Victoria 
by the Sea 


The Victoria Playhouse is supported by Heritage 
Canada under the Arts Presentation Program. 


For more information on this dynamic 
community and the Victoria Playhouse Theatre, 
visit www.victoriabythesea.ca or 
www.victoriaplayhouse.com. 


Answers to the quiz 14 


If you have a question, 
comment or would like 


| to receive a copy of this 
newsletter, contact: 


Rural Secretariat 
Atlantic Region 
1600 Main St - 210 
Moncton, New Brunswick 
E1E 1G5 


Phone: 1 (866) 406-1100 
Fax: (506) 851-2984 
www.rural.gc.ca 


Canaga 


AAFC no.: 2252B 
ISSN 1710-341X 
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Are you looking for information on programs 
and services provided by the Government 
of Canada but don’t know where to start? If 
so, the Rural Canadians’ Guide to Programs 
and Services is for you! 


This guide was especially put together for Canadians 
in rural and remote communities. It is part of 
the Canadian Rural Partnership, the federal 
governement’s rural initiative. 


In addition to a short description of each program 


or service, there is also a point of contact where 
Canadians can go for information by telephone, 
Internet or both. 


The programs and services have been. arranged 
under three themes to help you find the information 
that meets your particular needs: Key Contacts 
Points, Information for Business and Information, 
for People and Communities. 


To get your free copy, call 1 (613) 759-6610. 
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It had a f modest beginning — Each new 
member received one dozen eggs from a 
good breed of laying hens, good quality seed 
of fodder corn and seed potatoes. 


The eggs were set in the spring under a hen 
and the corn and potatoes were planted 
painstakingly in the corner of a field or ... 
garden and tended by the members. 


In the fall the communities held a fair 
where the chickens and the produce 
were judged. 


That was in the spring 
of 1913 and since that 
time, Canadian 4-H has 
grown from the original 
eight Boys & Girls Clubs 
in Roland, Manitoba 

to a national organization 
with close to thirty- 
thousand members. 


4-H continues to help 
young people develop selt-commeence and 
the skills needed to become well-rounded, 
responsible and independent citizens — 
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4-H thriving in PE.1. 


citizens who, more often than not, have 
become leaders of today. 


To date, more than two million young 


shared reir achievements through non- 
animal exhibits, livestock classes, a variety 
of games/activities, a lawn tractor driving 
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like photography, crafts, computers, 
cooking, and outdoor exploration. 
Members can also create additional 
projects. 


Canadians have enriched 
their lives, and the lives 
of others, through their 
4-H experiences. 


The Four Hs of 4-H 


HEAD: Developing leadership skills, 
practicing decision making, learning 
about their community, agriculture, food 
and life skills. 


In PEI, the 4-H Club, with 
more than 650 members 
and 28 clubs across 


HEART: Making new friends, accepting 
responsibilities, developing a positive 
attitude, gaining self confidence and 


strengthening Island being a good citizen. 


communities. 


HANDS: Learning new skills, working 
with others, doing their best and helping 
in their community. 


Last year, the club 
hosted its 59" 
Annual Rural Youth 
Fair where members 


HEALTH: Maintaining a healthy lifestyle, 
being aware of safety and using free 
time constructively. 


competition, and 
ice cream making. 


| P.E.|. 4-H looks forward to celebrating 60 
years of sharing the skills and talents of 
Island youth later this summer in Evangeline, 
Fiesle 


The 4-H program offers 
a variety projects 
focused on social 
actvities, personal 
development, family 
and community, as well 
as education — projects 


For more information on 4-H, visit 
www.4-h-canada.ca. The PEI 4-H Council 
can be found at http://pei4h.pe.ca 
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Helping rural communities 
be the best they can be 


Canadian communities whose main 
industries are founded on_ natural 
resources — forestry, mining, farming, 
fishing, agricultural — have been 
the foundation of our economy for }| 
generations; even today, it’s clear our | 
| nation cannot thrive without them. 


|t’s said that it takes an entire village to raise a child. 
Never has this been clearer than in Saint-André, New 
Brunswick, a small rural community located in the 
northwestern part of the province. 


And if you’ve ever heard your child ask, “How is this 
going to help me in real life?!” — or you’ve even asked 
yourself this as a young student — then you will find the 
Ecole Régionale-de-Saint-André has a ground-breaking 
way to address this age-old question. 


Over the next four years, through 
Canada’s Rural Partnership (CRP), the 
Government of Canada’s focus will be 
on making rural and northern regions 
more competitive — helping them turn 
local ideas into realities — and creating 
economic opportunities from existing 
natural and cultural amenities. 


Through a variety of partnerships, including the 
Government of Canada, 69 schools in New Brunswick 
are transforming themselves into “community schools”. 


They are known as community schools because the 
cous is an integral part of education. In 2006, 

the Saint-André school 
became the first 
entrepreneurial 
community school i 
(ECS) of New Bamewian 
and the first rural ECS in 
Canada. 


Since 1998, under the umbrella of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, 
the Rural Secretariat has worked with 
rural Canadians to build the know-how 
and tools for community development. 
The new CRP allows for a hands-on 
approach aimed at fostering better 
results for rural communities, by 
working with regional not-for-profit 
and non-government organizations. 


“We are developing 
healthy schools, healthy 
community schools where 
independence is achieved 
through collective efforts and 
where education is a shared 
responsibility,” says Rino 
Levesque, the executive director 
of Trastareration ana Strategic Innovation with the New 
Brunswick Department of Education. 


Under the CRP Canadians have 
access to a new funding program: 
The Community Development 
Program, Building Rural and Northern 
Partnerships. The program aims to help 
rural communities — especially those 
that are reliant on natural resource 
sectors, to engage the communities 
in developing sustainable economic 
activities. 


While most kids understand that in order to get a job these 
days, you need at least a high school diploma, Levesque 
says that school dropout rates are still a concern in the 
province. 


The Government of Canada_ is 
contributing $45.6 million into 
Canada’s Rural Partnership (CRP) 


between 2009 and 2013. 


“Drop-out really starts in primary school. Kids start to 
| drop out of wanting to learn,” he says, adding, “A lot of 
_ kids drop out because school is not interesting to them.” 


For more information on Canada’s 
Rural Partnership and the Community 
Development Program, please visit 
www.rural.gc.ca 


In addition to the traditional lessons of spelling, reading 
and math, community schools give children hands-on 
experience. For the 130 students at Saint-André, that 
hands-on know-how is achieved by running their own 
‘micro-enterprises’. 


“In rural areas, we are losing all of our human 
resources and 


Community schools = entrepreneurial and innovative kids 


To date, there are nine small businesses, including a 
community greenhouse and greeting cards boutique 
operated on school grounds. The children started these 
businesses from scratch - planting seeds and recycling 
the paper used to create artistic cards! 


Every bit of an area’s natural environment and culture 
is mixed into the school program. In Saint-André, as 
agriculture is the biggest economic force for the area, it is 
integrated into the schools. Besides developing a child’s 
overall potential and entrepreneurial skills at an earlier 
age, community schools address other issues affecting 
rural communities, such as out-migration and community 
engagement. 


The aim is for every child to become more entrepreneurial, 
but as a result of the initiative, there is a direct impact on 
a region’s future leaders and overall sustainability. 


2 = = ” 


f its potential, 


kids are 


Through partnerships with local businesses, 
able to connect with the people who work and live in 
their community, which fosters community engagement, 
ownership and a better identity, Levesque says. 


“It develops a more intimate relationship between the child 
and his community through real learning experiences,” 
says Levesque. “I think the benefits are tremendous 
for communities. Children are exposed to the different 
roles in their communities at every level municipal, 
commercial, financial, volunteer — all of which have a 
positive effect on their identity and the way they see the 
world around them, all the while contributing to their skill 
sets — that’s to say, arming a person with a better toolkit 
for a successful life.” 


Levesque says this initiative is gaining interest across 
Canada and overseas. The entrepreneurial community 
school concept was made available to the rest of Canada 
and to other countries under a landmark agreement signed 
with UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Science 
and Cultural Organization) on June 3rd 2009. 


For more information on this agreement, you can visit 
www.gnb.ca/cnb/news/edu/2009e0776ed.htm 

For more information on the community schools 
initiative in New Brunswick, visit www.gnb.ca/O000/ 
ecolescommunautaires.asp 


Congratulations to the Village of Balmoral! 


During the annual general meeting of the Association francophone 
des municipalités du Nouveau-Brunswick (AFMNB) Balmoral’s 
successes were recognized as one of the 2009 recipients of the 
Roy Consultants Innovative Municipality Award. 


An example of the village’s success is a major wind energy 
initiative and the creation of the Société éolienne du Restigouche 
(Wind Society of Restigouche). This initiative created a partnership 
between the villages of Balmoral, Charlo, Eel River Crossing, and 
the town of Dalhousie. 


The Government of Canada understands the importance of rural 
communities working together to deal with the challenges they 
face in today’s harsh economic times. Through Canada’s Rural 
Partnership, the Canadian Government encourages rural Canadians 
to take full advantage of what their regions have to offer. 


This rural community of 1,700 residents, located at the north- 
central tip of New Brunswick, sees real benefits for sharing 
information and pooling resources with neighbouring areas so that 
the overall region becomes a vibrant place where people want to 
live and work! 


Your Community, Your Information 


Whether you’re developing a community initiative, starting a 
business or studying a region's economic potential, statistical 
data is a must. 


The Community Information Database (CID) is an easy-to-use, 
free, on-line tool which provides a detailed statistical overview 
of Canadian communities. It incorporates facts and figures 
from Statistics Canada’s 1996, 2001 and 2006 censuses 
and includes more than 7OO indicators, such.as education, 
income, population, age, employment rate, immigration and 
citizenship, language, crime, health, resource reliance, and 
much more! 


The CID is a reliable, innovative tool available to community 
groups, private or non-profit organizations, government 
policy makers, businesses, academics or individuals wanting 
to make a difference in their community. 


The CID allows you to compare your community with other 
similar-sized communities, research and analyze population 
changes, create and download maps, tables and charts, and 
create your own community and regional profiles. 


The CID was developed by Canada's Rural Partnership 
in partnership with provincial, territorial and community 
partners. 


www. cid-bdc.ca 


Still co-operating after all these years 


Co-operative enterprises have _ often 
acted as economic glue for communities, 
helping to maintain their viability and 
making them more desirable places to live. 
Co-operatives have contributed to local 
economic development, especially in rural 
and remote areas, where they create jobs 
and provide essential goods and services. 


Now more than ever, the Government of 
Canada believes that the co-operatives can 
be a practical option to provide services 
and results for Canadians. 


So much so that the federal government 
recently renewed and improved its 
commitment to co-operative development 
with a $ 19.1 million contribution to 
the Co-operative Development Initiative 
(CDI). 


Not only will this investment enable 
Canadians to establish new co-ops, it also 
shows how the co-operative model can 
be innovative in various scenarios, and 
will measure how the outcomes deal with 
modern day challenges. 


The Government of Canada, through the 
Co-operatives Secretariat, partners with 
the co-operative sector to implement 
an enhanced CDI, made up of three 
specific components: Advisory Services, 
Innovative Co-operative Projects, and 
Research and Knowledge Development. 


Since it was established in 2003, the CDI 
has supported more than 1,500 co-op 
projects and helped to create over 200 
new co-operatives. 


Visit www.coop.gc.ca for more infomation. 


Growing Forward: The New Agricultural Policy Framework 


One of the hallmarks of the Growing 
Forward framework is that it was 
developed with input from provinces and 
territories, together with the agriculture and 
agri-food industry. 


Recognizing that one-size-fits-all programs 
do not adequately address the sector’s 
challenges, Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC) adopted an innovative 
approach to ensure regional needs and 
challenges are effectively managed. 


Flexibility is a cornerstone of Growing 
Forward and bases the relationship 
between governments on a foundation 

of partnerships. This flexibility lets the 
provinces and territories design and 
deliver the vast majority of cost-shared, 
non-Business Risk Management (BRM) 
programs. Funds are targeted to meet the 
specific needs of the agriculture sector 
specific to each province and territory. 


Governments are investing $1.3 billion over 
five years into Growing Forward programs. 


The funding represents $330 million more 
than the Agricultural Policy Framework 
(APF) and is cost-shared on a 60:40 basis 
between the Government of Canada and 
the provincial and territorial governments. 


The main outcomes of Growing Forward 
include: a competitive and innovative 
sector; a sector that contributes to 
society’s priorities; and a sector that is 
proactive in managing risks. 


To achieve these outcomes, governments 
are investing in initiatives that promote 
increased competitiveness and innovation; 
implement improved food-safety assurance, 
biosecurity and traceability systems; 
enhance farm environmental performance; 
promote Canadian agriculture in global 
markets and help producers and processors 
access these markets; and help farmers 
move beyond traditional BRM to better 
manage risks to their businesses. 


Learn more about Growing Forward at 
Www.agr.gc.ca 


A river runs 
through it... 


Nothing unites a community more than its watershed 
and the land around it. The Clean Annapolis River 
Project (CARP) is a good example of how Canada’s 
rural communities are taking matters into their own 
hands to ensure waterways remain healthy and they 
can get the most out of their land. 


It’s not always an easy balance, as Stephen 
Hawboldt, executive director of CARP, can attest. He 
says partnerships have been key to the organization’s 
success. Scientists first approached communities 
in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia with their 
concerns over the human impact on Canada’s 
waterways in the late 1980s. 


CARP’s vision is simple: “An ecologically healthy 
Annapolis River watershed.” Yet this clear-cut vision 
hides many layers that 
rely on the involvement 
and buy-in of an entire 
community — farmers and 
fishers, industrialists and 
the general population. 


“From square one, _ it 
became natural to build 
partnerships,” says 
Hawboldt. “When you 
look for inter-connecting 
interests, it’s easy to 
develop something that 
is beneficial for everyone 
involved.” 


The Annapolis River watershed covers 2,000 sq 
km and is the third largest in Nova Scotia. CARP 
works on a variety of watershed issues ranging from 
riverbank protection, fish habitat restoration, water 
monitoring and climate change. 


What sets this non-governmental organization apart 
from most environmental groups is its long- 

standing success at building partnerships, which 
ultimately translates into funding and/or resources. 


For example, one win-win situation involves Human 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 
Phone: 1-800-O-CANADA 
(1-800-622-6232) 


Our Communities...Our Successes is a publication of the Rural 
and Co-operatives Secretariat and is produced for residents 
living in rural and remote communities. 


The Rural and Co-operatives Secretariat is a focal point for the 


Resources and Social Development Canada (HRSDC). 
By providing hands-on experiences for budding 
scientists, CARP is supporting one of HRSDC’s 
programs to help science students get experience 
in their field. Hawboldt says he has anywhere from 
one to six post-secondary students working on a 
variety of projects for the organization at any given 
time. Everyone benefits. 


“We help their clients develop their skills, and we 
get what we need as well,” he adds. 


Partnerships are built beyond government agencies 
as well. Hawboldt says those who use the land 
to earn a living are also willing to work with the 
organization. Often, using more environmentally 
friendly methods actually translates into dollars 
for people who use the land around a watershed 
commercially. 


For one farmer who wanted to extend his pasture 
closer to the river, working with CARP on a more 

environmentally friendly way 
of ploughing and planting new 
— crops proved to be more cost 
effective for him. 


-“Partnership building is really 
-important. You need to make 
sure your partners look good 
-and they in turn make you look 
' good,” Hawboldt says. 


/ CARP was created in 1990 
; and one year later became part 
-of the Atlantic Coastal Action 
» Program (ACAP) — a program 
nn built on bottom-up principles 
pioneered through the development of this bold, 
innovative experiment in the Annapolis Valley. 
“We had no money, zero,” Hawboldt says of those 
early days. 


The organization was able to get some funding 
through environmental programs, but it was a 50/50 
deal so CARP had to match the funds it was given. 


“We had $60,000 we had to match. The only way 
to match it was through partnership building.” 


Since then, CARP has partnered with various levels of 
government, First Nations, universities and schools, 
the agricultural community, fisheries industry, non- 
governmental organizations, and residents. Some of 
their projects also include American partners. 


Groups like CARP are a testament to the efficiency 
and value of non-government organizations. 
According to the latest update on the economic 
impact of the Atlantic Coastal Action Program, “it 
would have cost Environment Canada more, on an 


CARP FAST FACTS: 

Partnerships 

- 20 years of volunteer-based water quality 
monitoring 

- Participation of 14 farms in green house gas 
reduction projects 

- Joint river protection projects with 14 Wing 
Greenwood military base 

- More than 20 farm stewardship agreements 


Numbers 

- More than 300 volunteers trained in water quality 
monitoring 

- Planted nearly 20,000 native trees and shrubs in 
riverbank areas 

- Erected over 6,000 live willow stakes for stream 
bank stabilization 

- More than 100 nest boxes set up in wetland areas 

- Approximately 130,000 square meters of restored 
aquatic habitats 

- More than 70,000 square meters of riverbank area 
protected 


Work and Research 

- Air quality 

- Ground level ozone 

- Mapping areas at risk for coastal flooding 
- Climate change 

- Water conservation 


annual basis, to achieve ACAP outputs than it would 
cost the ACAP organizations to operate over the full 
six-year period.” 


Currently, there are 16 groups similar to CARP in 
Atlantic Canada. Hawboldt says they are looking at 
coming together and forming a corporate entity to 
become even more efficient and to better market 
their services. 


More information is available at: ACAP www.atl. 
ec.gc.ca and CARP www.annapolisriver.ca 


agencies; and other rural stakeholders in Canada. 


/f you have a story idea, comment, or would like to receive a 
, Pony: of this newsletter, Saag: 2 


TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 = a 
Web: www.canada.gc.ca | 


Government of Canada to work in partnership with Canadia Are 
in rural and remote areas to build strong, dynamic commu! y ; Rural and Co-oper tives Sebel 
33 Weldon St., Suite 320. ~ 

Moncton, NB E1C ON5 


carole. saucier@agr.gc.ca 
www.rural.gc.ca 


Service Canada Access Centres 


The Rural Secretariat works with a broad range of clients 
and partners, including rural communities, organizations, 
associations and businesses; Aboriginal. peoples; federal, 
provincial, territorial and local government departments and 
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